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(CONFERENCE & NETWORKING EVENT

INTRODUCTION:

As part of its Social Corporate Responsibility Strategy, TAF Africa Global hosts an annual networking event in The
Gambia: the TAF Africa Global Conference and Networking Event (TAFCON).TAFCON is the biggest annuall
Conference & Networking event in The Gambia. It is designed to provide a platform for a meaningful dialogue
by all members of society, to discuss pertinent issues within The Gambia with the goal of offering inclusive solu-
tions and recommendations, particularly for the youth. It also supports global efforts to build long term sustaina-
ble societies to foster Global peace and prosperity, consistent with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG's)
of the United Nations and Agenda 2063 of the African Union to which Gambia is a signatory.

Themes are chosen annually through consultation to ensure that it reflects the current Gambian and African
context. This year, the aim is to build on the opportunities The Gambia can acquire and utilize within the African
continent. In particular, it will bring forward the voices of the youth, persons with disabilities, diaspora Gambians,
other members of societies, policy makers, the private sector and academics to facilitate dialogue and infor-
mation exchange towards nation building. The conference produces a high-level report that is widely shared
with all stakeholders with the goal of influencing policy.

TAFCON was launched in 2015 and has been organized annually converging more than 4,000 participants. It
has also ushered in one of the biggest start-up competitions for young Gambian entrepreneurs in which GMD
1,000,000, GMD 500,000 and GMD 250,000 are awarded fo the winner, 1st runner-up and 2nd runne-r up re-
spectively while the remaining 10 finalists are given GMD 10,000 each along with mentorship and coaching op-
portunities.

OBJECTIVE

As part of the recommendations of TAFCON 2018, more market and investment opportunities should be pro-
vided to ensure our regional and global economic competitiveness . The Gambia recently won the "2019 Best
Tourism Destination of The Year"by Sonnenklar.tv in Germany, and has been attracting tourists from all over
the world. Tourism contributes to approximately 30% of our Gross Domestic Product. TAFCON wiill highlight the
need to build a resilient tourism sector for The Gambia and recommend ways for which the government can
forge more partnerships. This is especially in light of the cease in operation of Thomas Cook, one of the most
frequent tourist passenger flights with over 50,000 tourists to the Gambia every year.

Furthermore, the conference would also discuss means of accelerating more opportunities in the Information
Technology industry and its significance fo the growth of the different sectors of the country. In addition, there
would be discussions on Gender Based Violence, stereotyping in our workplaces and society, and the need to
break social norms for a prosperous Gambia

The outcome of this conference would further provide plausible recommendations for the continued imple-
mentation of our National Development Plan.

In light of that, the objective of the TAFCON is as follows:

@ To provide a forum for key stakeholders such as government officials, youth groups, NGO's, the private
sector, development partners, enfrepreneurs and community activists to share information and ideas on the
development of our tourism and innovative sector

® Inspire the youth, the physically disabled, and other vulnerable group to engage meaningfully in the
Gambia, whilst at the same time exposing them to opportunities for career growth/development through a
job fair.

® We would graduate the first cohort of the TAF Leadership Academy which is a year-long rigorous leadership
and mentorship training program for young people. This Academy seeks to graduate 1000 young leaders in
the next 5 years.

® Share the work of TAF Africa Global and its engagement in Social issues through its Foundation.
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